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This magazine describes TBASE from the User's Manual and product overview. TBASE reports should be read with the original response and
teacher judgment.

Contents

03  The problem with one score 04  How TBASE works

05  Thesis Time 06  Inside the report

07  A closer look 08  The next move

09  Evidence and explanation 10  Language and conventions

11  Thinking made visible 12  The Level 5 Exemplar

13  The class report 14  For leaders

15  Support 16  Bring TBASE to your school

0 2  /  T B A S E  M A G A Z I N E



0 1  /  S TA R T  W I T H  T H E  Q U E S T I O N

One rubric score cannot show
how a student thinks.
A score can tell you where a student landed. It cannot show what the student
understood, what evidence they used, or what to teach next.

TBASE turns one essay into
a teachable picture.

Open the writing in context. See the report's evidence.
Name the next move with language a student can use.

Built for the work after scoring
Teachers can move from response to conference,
from conference to revision, and from individual
report to class pattern.

Thinking
See summary and analysis, higher level thinking,
patterns, and the relationship between a passage and
a response.

Evidence
See which details a student selected, how those
details match the passage, and what they support.

Language
See spelling concerns, repeated grammar errors,
transitions, sentence level analysis, and repeated
language.

Growth
Find the Big Moment and The One BIG Movement so
feedback can have a clear center.
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Three steps from paper to next
move

1

Choose the task
Choose a passage and prompt or use your own. Enter the writing
context and the student's response.

2

Submit the paper
Submit one essay for scoring. TBASE reads the response in context
and builds the individual writing report.

3

Get the report
At about one minute per essay, the report is ready to help you plan a
conference, revision, or mini lesson.

The scoring view keeps the task and response
together so the report has context.

More than 25 analysis reports per essay
Evidence, explanations, language, conventions, patterns, and instructional next steps live in
one report.
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Thesis Time gives students a
place to begin
Students choose a passage and prompt, write with purpose, receive
feedback, and submit.

A passage library
The library includes passages and prompts across Level
1, 2, and 3 ranges. Students can practice forming a
thesis before they submit.

A writing plan
The report ends with My Writing Plan. Students can
name My Big Moment, My One BIG Movement, My Next
Step, and a revision.
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The report starts with context,
then opens the writing up
A holistic TBASE level from 1 to 5 sits beside TEA scores aligned to the TEA
2026 STAAR RLA constructed response scoring guides.

Student and assignment information keep the response anchored to the task. The score profile gives a summary and a reason to look closer.

Every quote is checked against the student's paper. The report stays grounded in the
words the student actually wrote.
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Go from score to evidence
Prompt alignment
See the topic, charge, required relationship, constraints, type
check, alignment, and note.

Thesis analysis
See the student's thesis exactly when one is found, its
components, and a suggested revision labeled as not the
student's original words.

Evidence inventory
See references, distinct evidence, accuracy, relevance,
explanation, location, passage match, and the point each detail
supports.

Teacher response
Use the overall response, Big Moment, One BIG Movement, and
Next Best Step as conference language.

Read the report in the order a teacher can use it.

T B A S E
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The Big Moment. The One BIG
Movement.
Students need encouragement that is specific and a next move that is
manageable. TBASE gives a conference a clear center.

Report language turns feedback into a teachable conversation.

Teacher statement
“Let's look at the word
'their.' The word 'their'
shows that something
belongs to someone. In
your sentence, the crops
belong to the farmers, so
we write 'their crops.' The
word 'there' points to a
place, like “The farmers
planted crops there.””

“The Big Moment”
THE STRONG OR IMPORTANT MOMENT NAMED BY THE REPORT

“The One BIG Movement”
THE SINGLE HIGHEST PRIORITY ACTION FOR GROWTH

“The Next Best Step”
TEACHER LANGUAGE, A STUDENT ACTIVITY, A SUCCESS CHECK, AND A TRANSFER MOVE

Teacher ready words
Every section is written to support a conversation about
the student's actual paper. Keep the original response
visible and let the student name what feels true.

Try the move
Read one Big Moment aloud. Ask what made it
work. Then practice the One BIG Movement in
one spot before asking for transfer.
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Evidence gets a map.
Explanation gets a menu.
TRACKS evidence chart
The report uses TRACKS to describe the kinds of evidence inside a
response.

T Time
Age, era, dates, culture, or historical detail

R Reactions
Reactions, solutions, resolutions, or effects

A Actions
Actions, problems, conflicts, or causes

C Character, Concept, Creature
Names of people, animals, or major concepts

K Key Knowledge
Other important information in the passage

S Scenery / Setting
Setting characteristics acknowledged through the five
senses

DEEP FACTS Explanation Style
The report shows the kind of thinking behind an explanation.

D Definition

E Example & Illustration

E Expert Testimony

P Process / Step-by-Step

F Facts & Statistics

A Analogy

C Comparison & Contrast

T Tipping Point (Cause & Effect)

S Story / Anecdote

Use both together Ask which detail supports the point, then choose an explanation strategy
that makes the thinking clear.
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Make the small patterns
teachable
TBASE keeps language feedback connected to this writer and this response.

Spelling list
See misspelled words paired with suggested correct
spellings. The list is response specific.

Repeated grammar errors
See the repeated error type, count, student
examples, and a quick fix.

Transitions
See every transition found, repeated transitions,
missing transitions, and a sophistication level.

Sentence level analysis
See sentence beginnings, lengths, punctuation
patterns, clauses, coordination, and subordination.

A small revision can make
writing clearer and stronger.

Choose one sentence worth revising. Keep the original
visible. Teach the pattern that most affects meaning.

Useful detail
Feedback can name what to practice without
rewriting the student's whole paper.
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See what the response is doing
with the passage

Summary versus analysis
Every sentence is labeled as summary or analysis when the
analysis is available. The report includes a percentage breakdown.

Summary 42%

Analysis 58%

Pattern mining and n grams
See repeated patterns, two word, three word, and four word
combinations, exact quotations, and locations.

Original language versus
passage language
See matching passage text beside the
student's sentence. Use it as a
question for a conference.

Higher level thinking
See locations, quotations, the kind of
thinking observed, and why the entry
fits.

Read the pattern with the
paper.
A chart is a starting point for
teacher review, not a
substitute for the response.
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The Level 5 Exemplar
A model five paragraph paper makes strong organization, evidence, and
explanation visible for study.

I N S T R U C T I O N A L M O D E L ·  N O T  T H E  S T U D E N T ' S  O R I G I N A L R E S P O N S E

Introduction A focused thesis answers the prompt and previews the reasons that will guide the reader.

Body paragraph one The writer selects a relevant detail, names what it shows, and explains how it supports the
central idea.

Body paragraph two The writer adds a second point and uses a different explanation strategy to make the reasoning
clear.

Body paragraph three The writer connects evidence to the larger lesson instead of repeating what the passage says.

Conclusion The writer returns to the thesis and gives the reader a final understanding of why the evidence matters.

Study the move
Compare one feature of the exemplar with the student's
response. Ask what the model does that the student
could try next.

Keep the label visible
The Level 5 Exemplar is an instructional
model. It is not a replacement response
and it is not the student's original writing.
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Zoom out without losing the
student
The class report helps teachers see patterns across students, then return to
the individual reports that make the pattern useful.

Small groups
Find students who share a next need and plan a
focused lesson.

Heat map
See where strengths or needs cluster across the
class.

Class TRACKS
Notice which evidence categories students use often
or rarely.

Explanation Style
See class patterns in the ways students explain their
evidence.
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Bring the system into view
The admin console preview is designed to give schools a place to see
schools, seats, teachers, rosters, licenses, and usage.

Admin console preview
Preview the operational view for schools, seats,
teachers, rosters, licenses, and usage.

Privacy by design
No student information is collected because
teachers can use identifiers such as Student 1.

Trust stays practical. Schools should still follow their own data agreements, access controls,
retention rules, and family communication practices.
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A manual for every section
The User's Manual walks through student work, individual reports, class
scoring, administration, and the language of the report.

Are the quotes exact?
Yes. Every quote is checked against the student's paper.

What is the exemplar?
An instructional model labeled as not the student's original
response.

Does it replace teacher judgment?
No. Check the original response, the task, and the student's
context.

What does None mean?
The renderer did not find an item for that field or the report has
no items for it.
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TBASE
Sample Thesis Time and try one paper in TBASE

free at teachbig.com

teachbig.com

Bring TBASE to your school
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