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TBASE
Teach BIG Automated Scoring Engine

See more than a writing score. See the writing decisions
behind it.
TBASE scores student essays for Grades 2 to 10 with ASE/AI, quotes the exact

sentence behind every point, and turns the results into a next best step for each

student and small groups for the class.

Visit teachbig.com

Part of the Teach BIG® Complete Set of four digital platforms.



What TBASE Is

TBASE is the writing assessment, analysis, and feedback service in the Teach BIG® digital system. A teacher enters a

passage, a prompt, and a student response (typed, pasted, or written by the student in TBASE) with a student identifier

rather than a name. TBASE returns a full analysis that can be viewed, printed as a PDF, or saved. Teachers keep

instructional judgment, and TBASE does not replace official state scoring.

How it works in a week

MONDAY

Write
Students write to a

passage and prompt

with supports such as

read aloud and the side

by side editor.

TUESDAY

Check
Check my answer reads

the first five sentences

and tells the student if

the prompt is

answered.

WEDNESDAY

Score
TBASE scores each

essay and builds the

teacher, student, and

family reports.

THURSDAY

Group
The class report forms

small groups with a

mini lesson for each

and a class model

paragraph.

FRIDAY

Revise
Students fix a flagged

sentence and rescore,

with revision history

saved.

Five diagnostic areas
Claim, thesis, and prompt alignment. Whether the response answers the actual task, including explaining reasons (WHY) or ways

(HOW).

Organization and coherence. Whether ideas follow a purposeful order and the relationships among them are clear.

Evidence and support. Whether evidence is accurate, relevant, distinct, and connected to the claim it supports (TRACKS).

Expression of ideas, reasoning, and language. Whether the student explains meaning rather than repeating the passage (DEEP

FACTS).

Conventions and sentence structure. Whether grammar, spelling, capitalization, and punctuation communicate ideas clearly.

Instructional diagnostic areas, not five separate official state rubric scores. STAAR ECR points (Development and Organization of 3, Conventions of

2) appear beside each TBASE level.

Privacy and Accessibility

No personal student data
We do not collect personal data or email addresses

from any student at any time. Students use teacher

assigned identifiers, such as Dolphin 1, never

names.

US hosted
Student work is processed and hosted in the

United States.

Accessible for every learner
Tested against WCAG 2.1 AA, with read aloud where

it fits the skill and captions on our videos.

Spanish for families
The Family Writing Report is available in Spanish,

and students can view Spanish side by side.

“Writing is thinking on paper.”
William Zinsser, Writing to Learn (1988)
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Inside the TBASE Essay Report

Every scored essay produces a full teacher report. Here is each section and what it breaks down.

Student supports built into TBASE writing
I need support. Thesis sentence frames for WHY and HOW prompts

and TREES reminders.

Check my answer. Reads the first five sentences and says if the

prompt is answered.

Side by side editor. The passage and the essay sit side by side, with

TREES highlight colors.

Revise and rescore. Fix flagged sentences and rescore up to 3

times, with history saved.

Read aloud and Spanish side by side. Listen with pause, stop, and

speed controls, or view Spanish beside English.

While you wait games. Sort It! and WHY or HOW? keep students

thinking while the essay scores.

“What the child can do in cooperation today he can do alone tomorrow.”
Lev Vygotsky, Thought and Language (English translation, 1962)

“The greatest sign of success for a teacher ... is to be able to say, ‘The children are now
working as if I did not exist.’”
Maria Montessori, The Absorbent Mind (1949)

Student and Assignment Information. The prompt, grade,

and the essay itself, numbered by paragraph and sentence so

every quote can be found.

1

Holistic Score and Five-Criterion Profile. The TBASE level

from 0 to 5 with the TEA Development and Organization and

Conventions points beside it.

2

Prompt Alignment and Thesis Analysis. Checks that the

essay answers the prompt and reproduces the thesis exactly,

with a suggested upgrade.

3

Essay at a Glance. A quick snapshot of how the essay is built

before the deeper sections begin.
4

Reasons or Ways Analysis. Finds each reason (WHY) or way

(HOW) the writer gave and how well it answers the prompt.
5

Evidence Inventory and TRACKS Analysis. Lists every piece

of evidence by TRACKS type, quoted with its location.
6

Explanation Analysis: DEEP FACTS. Shows how the writer

explains the evidence and which DEEP FACTS moves appear.
7

Higher-Level and Reflective Thinking Map. Maps thinking

levels sentence by sentence, including reflective thinking and

theme.

8

Expected Lexical Overlap. Compares the vocabulary the

passage and prompt call for with the words the student used.
9

Patterns Observed. Names repeated habits in the writing,

with examples, effect, and a recommendation.
10

Effective Collocations. Highlights word partners that work

well together in the student's writing.
11

The Big Moment and The One BIG Movement. The strongest

moment to celebrate and the single change that will help

most, with a teacher script.

12

The Next Best Step. The current level, the target level, and

how the student will know they got there.
13

Suggested Spelling List. Words this student misspelled,

ready for a personal spelling list.
14

Repeated Grammatical Errors. Grammar errors that show up

more than once, so the teacher can teach the pattern.
15

Transition Analysis. Every transition found, repeats, missing

ones, and a sophistication level.
16

Sentence-Level Analysis. Labels each sentence by its job and

shows the percentage breakdown as a bar chart.
17

Pattern Mining. Looks across the whole essay for structural

patterns in how ideas are built.
18

N-Grams and Repeated Language. Repeated word

combinations and what that repeated language shows.
19

Original Language vs Passage Language. Separates the

student's own words from language borrowed from the

passage.

20

Summary vs Analysis. Shows how much of the essay retells

and how much explains.
21

Overall Teacher Response. A ready to share teacher response

that ties the findings together.
22

Level 5 Exemplar. An annotated model response for the same

prompt, clearly marked as a model.
23

Additional Features. Revise This One Spot, a comprehension

check with a conference question, success criteria, growth

comparison, a grouping tag, and teacher review flags.

+

My Writing Plan. A student page with My Big Moment, My

One BIG Movement, My Next Step, and space to revise.
S
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A Sample Essay Report, Page by Page

Real report sections for a Grade 3 essay on "Life Along the Nile River," scored by TBASE. Sample essay; student shown

as Dolphin 4.

Section 2: the holistic score and the five-criterion profile, with why each level was given and the change that reaches the next level.

Section 12: The Big Moment and The One BIG Movement, written as teacher

talk.

Section 13: The Next Best Step, with teacher statements, a student activity,

and a success check.
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The Class Report and Small Groups

One click turns a class set into the class's next best step, small groups with a mini lesson for each, and a class model

paragraph.

SAMPLE DATA. STUDENTS APPEAR ONLY BY IDENTIFIERS SUCH AS DOLPHIN 1.

Class overview: holistic level distribution and TEA averages (STAAR view) at a glance.

Small group focus: every group gets a named need, a ready mini lesson, and its students.

“We begin with the hypothesis that any subject can be taught effectively in some
intellectually honest form to any child at any stage of development.”
Jerome Bruner, The Process of Education (1960)
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Student and Family Reports, English and Spanish

The student report is written to the writer. The Family Writing Report explains every score in plain words, with ways to

help at home, and opens with a personal note from the teacher.

SAMPLE DATA. STUDENTS APPEAR ONLY BY IDENTIFIERS SUCH AS DOLPHIN 1.

Student report: how you answered, your strong

moment, and Try this steps.

Family Writing Report in English.
Informe de escritura para la familia, in Spanish.

Four Digital Services. One Connected Path to Stronger Reading and Writing.
Assess the need. Teach the standard. Practice with purpose. Check for growth. TBASE is the writing half of the assess step: it

shows the writing decisions behind the score. These are not four unrelated purchases. They are four complementary services from

The Writing Academy®, LLC, designed to connect what assessment reveals with what teachers teach and what students practice

next. Each service has value on its own.

F R O M  T H E  T E A C H  B I G  B L O G

One Essay, Ten Points
On the STAAR Grade 4 Reading Language Arts test, one extended

constructed response is worth 10 of the 52 total points. That single

essay counts for more than any other item on the test, and it asks

students to do something a multiple choice question never does:

state a thesis, choose evidence, and explain how that evidence

proves the point.

Many students can find a good detail. Far fewer can explain why it

matters. That gap is where points are lost, and it is the reason

TBASE looks past the score to the decisions behind it: whether the

thesis answers the prompt, whether each piece of evidence

connects to it, and whether the explanation goes deeper than

retelling the passage.

Students do not need more essays. They need a clear next step

after each one. When a student revises one flagged sentence and

rescores, the change is visible to the student, to the teacher, and to

the family. Small, specific wins add up across a year of writing.

Points: Texas Education Agency, STAAR Grade 4 Reading Language Arts Blueprint

(August 2022).

© 2026 The Writing Academy®, LLC. All rights reserved. 6 Student and Family Reports



TEKS Tracker, Growth, and the Campus Dashboard

Every scored essay and every imported OnSTAGE result lands in one TEKS view for the teacher, and a read only view for

the campus.

SAMPLE DATA. STUDENTS APPEAR ONLY BY IDENTIFIERS SUCH AS DOLPHIN 1.

Student TEKS Tracker: each student by TEKS, latest thinking level. Select a cell

to see the evidence.

Student timeline: growth from August to May with a trend for each TEKS.

Campus dashboard: classes at a glance and each class by TEKS. Teacher names replaced for this sample.

Exports for district systems. Download a class CSV formatted for

Eduphoria Aware, DMAC, or lead4ward, ready for your data team.

Print, save, and copy. Every report can be printed or saved as a

PDF. The export menu in the teacher reports view.
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Pricing and Purchasing

Plan Price What it includes

RLA Learning LAB $99 per year Reading and writing TEKS-based interactive games for the teacher and 25 students.

Daily Decks $99 per year TEKS-based bell ringer Triplets: daily thinking-leveled slides, a teacher script for

every slide, and student tracking pages.

TBASE (this magazine) $149 per year Teach BIG Automated Scoring Engine: essay scoring with teacher, class, student,

and family reports for the teacher and 25 students.

OnSTAGE $149 per year Online Reading Student Testing and Growth Evaluation: the reading practice

assessment platform for the teacher and 25 students.

Additional students +$5 each Per additional student for RLA Learning LAB, TBASE, and OnSTAGE.

Additional adult +$49 Adds an administrator, specialist, or second teacher. One price covers all registered

services.

Complete Set $479 per year All four digital platforms for one teacher and 25 students, with one administrator

FREE, for one year from purchase.

TBASE: Adds students at +$5 each. The Trifecta curriculum (Teacher Lesson Plans, interactive student workbooks, and daily lesson slides) is sold

separately.

Budget codes
Districts commonly purchase from RLA, Social Studies, or

Technology budgets. Every passage is built on social studies

and science content.

IMRA documentation
We are also in the midst of the IMRA process and have all the

appropriate documentation for districts to self-approve

based on our TEKS correlations, accommodation

adaptability, privacy, and family communication

requirements.

The Complete Set at a glance

$496
if all four platforms are bought

individually

$479
for the Complete Set, one

teacher and 25 students

$49
administrator seat included

FREE with the Complete Set

4
services: assess, teach, practice,

and check for growth

Support the learner. Preserve the rigor. Keep the learning connected.

See it for yourself

Scan the code or visit tbase.teachbig.com/try to score a sample essay and see the

reports.

Office: 281-549-4466  |  Web: teachbig.com  |  Try: tbase.teachbig.com/try

Relieving stress. Raising scores.
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